account of rough weather, then more damaged sharks were met with and the degree of damage was more intensive. In an extreme instance, all musculature and other soft parts of the shark body were almost completely robbed off and there were left only skin and skeleton.
The offensive behavior of this crustacean upon the fishes caught by fishing gears was first reported by the junior author in a short article in Japanese with the title "On the usa" ( HAMABE 1958) . Usa is the local name for this little crustacean talked among the fishermen of the Oki Islands. In this article appeared in a publication of limited circulation, the junior author presented a sketch of the crustacean, which is here reproduced in Text- fig. 1 , but erroneously referred the animal to a species of amphipods. The senior author, examining some specimens sent to him from the junior author, confirmed that the crustacean was a species of the genus Nebalia LE ACH, 1814.
The sketch of "uso" gi ven by the junior a uthor in his 1958 pape r, together with part of the exp lanation.
Text- fig. 2 . N ebalia sp. taken from an affected sharp-nosed shark.
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Dissecting the nebalians (Text- fig. 2 ) collected from a damaged sharpnosed shark, the senior author noted that, though some individuals had ingested bottom deposits containing many siliceous particles imbedded in debris matrix, others had the intestine packed with a matter referrable to masticated animal tissues together with a rich oily substance. It seems that certain nebalians had actually been feeding on the muscles and other soft parts, such as liver, of the shark*, while the specimens containing only bottom deposits in the intestine but no trace of animal tissues might be the individuals arrived at that shark just before it was taken out of the water.
A part of the specimens of Nebalia were sent to Dr. Masao IwAsA of the Seikei University, Tokyo, for specific identification.
The fact that nebalians swarm to rotten animal substance such as dead crabs or shrimps on the sea bottom was already noticed by RoBINSON (1906; cited by KoMAr 1917) , but yet there has been no report mentioning that the animals attack and devour the fish caught by fishing gears as certain species of necrophagous isopods and amphipods do. The latter crustaceans have been well known among Japanese coastal fishermen as loathsome pests to their catch. It may be surprising to see that in certain localities at least nebalians are distributed so densely as to swarm enormously to and devour such largesized dead animals as sharks till these are finally disintegrated in a rather short time. In these localities, the role of nebalians as scavengers in the sea must be re-evaluated.
Before closing this short note, the authors express their sincere gratitude to Dr. Takasi ToKIOKA of the Seto Marine Biological Laboratory who kindly read the manuscript.
